
11 February 195** 


Mr. J. T. C9m^ll, Head 
BBC Monitoring Scrvi.ec 
CaverchaK Park 
Reading! Berka . , England 


Bear Mr. Campbell s 

Wa bave carefully exaal&ed our poaitlcm vltb regaxHl to tbe (|uectl<» 
you nlee la your letter of 29 Januaty 195** concerning the sale of a vlre 
eerrlce to Tarleme press agmeles. 

It is our feeling that no FBia nonltored naterlal should be included 
la a eire servloe to idiioh eoanerelal press agencies are allowed to suib- 
serlbe. We hare <«ly recently refused to extend our wire eerrlce to a 
private eoneern. Our reaecns for thle poeltlon are that a U«8. Oowem- 
■ent agsncy would be subject to severe critloisn frca the press at largs 
Here It dlaeovei^ that aaterlal Which Is procured through Aaeriosa aoni- 
torlng and which Is paid for by tbe AMrican tas^ayer! waa suLbse<|iMtly 
released to selected news agencies. It has been our constant position 
that any FBZS servloe which is available to one private Interest nust be 
avallsble to all# Your plan wouldt of course! exclude all press sganeies 
not Largs or fortunate enough to have a London office. 

While we fully recogslse that we have no right to object to your handling 
BBC Monitoring Servloe naterlal la any way that you see fit! we feel constrained 
to point out that a policy of giving oannsrclal press agencies equal treatasnt 
la the speedy release of Infomatlcn could Jeopardise the effectivsnesa of 
tbe BBC sad the VGA. Also I fsar that If XhB ooMsrclal press sgsncles are 
cooelstent In reporting Moscow bioadoaat before FBX8 in Wasblngtoo la able 
to report to the Aaerlcan Intelligence agtncles and the Department of State! 
our effectiveness will be reduced I na n Mc h as these agencies will then be 
unable to prepare official stateasnts and lilies in advance of tbe general 
news break. This could conceivably result In a fiscal set back which isiuld 
affect us both. 


As for temlnatlng service to AP and UP In favor of an exclusive 
service to Reuters should you decide that sons wire service Is necessary! 
we do not feel that we are in a position to advise you on this natter. I 
can fbrsee! however! that the AP and UP night very veU ask for an exclusive 
service cn IBIS n(»ltorad naterial. wa would! of course! refuse this request, 
but itwould open the way for questions as to why ttje BBC was supporting 
Reuters While tbe Ansriesn press agsnoies could not gst the e^inl s^pport 
frcn tbe Anerioan nonltorlng service! «Mr^ placing the Anerioan press 
services at a dlaadvantags In tbe ccngpetitive field of news. 
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I kill visit you for ssvoral days boglimiztg 8 Hsreh Mia irtll 

disouss this furthsr vlth you st thut tlSM* ^ aro also ssourlaa Mt In- 
fonsal ovaluatloa of ths Baltle aatarlal so that ha oan advlsa you of tba 
AMorleaii raaetlon to ths StookboUi oparation. 

8lnoaraXy> 



25X1 


AMW; jb 
0 & 1 - Add 
1 - AMW 
1 - Exec 

(Retype of letter of 11 February -- misrouted to Okl. Bureau) 
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OT* v-J; Hpad 

,7 ' • '^toring Serrlca 
^av^rshain Park 

‘■^sadlrig, 3«rka., m-land 


'"ear Ur, Campbell i 


you raL^‘7: y^r'leUer’Tl^U^ -ith re^aru to ti 

3 to various pro.a ^oucleaT'^ T:^tZ 


It is our re>-llng that no 

acrtbo/^. r.wvro^’*/^^ inclutteh 

P^lvats concern. ^ our 

■ant agency would be aub is'^/ position ar that a , “ 

«or» it discovered ‘'° severe criticism fi-™, ♦., * ''0»»rn“ 

to^g -o *"T^.‘“p‘:i" is isrge 

sv^la^e to an"'r ^ 

j'^Mle W« ft*! T ve ... . * 


VvlUl<^ « r orrice. 

to your 

the coaaercli pwef^f" s«l the V-.* 

caste before ^ consistent in reoortVn^ i/ ^ 

5:ence a-^encii.^ "^aaiilngton i* atl^ to Hoscow broad- 

As for terml^^tinrr . .. ^ 


o rvi^ aorvice to AP and r 

can foresee, however, tS *'° ycu on'lk^a 

was supporting leuUr^’^ the way for questi^’as 
^ •rica„"p^1.^^:^the nonltoring"^^^^ 

' <^.-va:.tn.,.:. i„ cCuti^ISfof: 
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r^ws, 
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STAT 
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^SCU8S tills Airtli r -with C -eglaaln.j o ■■arch and viU 

«»ei>^aUon of toe iiamc r.at/rial^o thttT a««>u-ing an in- 

.^aiorioan rsaction to the :toc!chol« .^ratton! «« 


Sincerely, 


STAT 

AMW:Jab 
0 & 1 « 

1 - BBe file 

1 - Exec file 

1 - AKV/ 
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